
Curriculum Web: Connection, Communication, Cooperation

Class: Pearl Class Year groups: Pre-Reception and Reception Term: Term 1 Autumn Term 2021

Topic: Awesome Autumn

Core texts, songs and rhymes Inspire - Immerse - Investigate - Interact Enabling Environments

Songs and Rhymes:
❖ Tall Tree, Wise Old Owl, Apple Star Secret,

Pumpkin Song, A Farmer’s Song,

Stories: to include

Children enjoy learning the daily Autumn themed
songs and rhymes and hearing stories connected to
the theme.

This term we will be exploring all the wonderful
things that Autumn brings. As well as looking at the
seasonal changes of Autumn, we will be learning
about cultural festivals that happen around the world
during this season. Our songs, rhymes, stories and
creative activities will be inspired by Autumn themes.

Super Starter:
Our first festival will be Florence’s Festa della
Rificolona - the festival of paper lanterns. We will
make/decorate lanterns and hang them on sticks as is
the tradition - we’ll recreate the traditional pilgrimage
with our lanterns on a walk and celebrate at the end
with pizza.

Marvellous Middle: Diwali- Festival of Lights - we

The children will have access to a reading/calm corner
as well as indoor and outdoor play zones. Some of the
areas will be themed for our Autumn topic to support
the children’s learning through play..

For example:

Cafe and Market: the children’s role play area will be
set up to explore our cultural themes such as Harvest
Festival, and will change regularly to reflect the topic.

Play Dough Zone: using autumnal colours and
flavours such as cinnamon, the children will have
regular access to play dough creativity for motor skill
development.

Tuff Tray Small Worlds: using autumnal colours and
materials such as pine cones and leaves, the children



In our weekly Our Natural World session we will use
the Wild Tribe book ‘Duffy’s Lucky Escape’ to explore
ocean pollution.

Diversity:
Books will represent our diverse world and show a
commitment to promoting diversity in all its forms.

Each term EYFS pledge a commitment to including
more culturally diverse reading material to the setting.

will plan and create a Diwali celebration complete
with lights, henna decorations and traditional foods,
music.

Fantastic Finish:
A performance highlighting our favourite autumn
festivals as well as sharing our seasonal songs and
stories.

will enjoy the small world play zone.

The children will be invited to explore and add to the
indoor Autumn seasonal table. As we explore the
various elements of Autumn and investigate the
cultural festivals, the children will see the
investigation table evolve.

Outdoors the children will have a nature area where
they can investigate various Autumnal items such as
pine cones, fallen leaves, harvested vegetables such
as pumpkins and squash. There will be magnifying
glasses so they can look closely at the items there.
There will also be an edible garden for them to
explore.

Prime Areas: (ELG = early learning goal)

Communication and Language Physical Development Personal, Social and Emotional
Development

Outcome of learning:

Create activities that develop their listening, attention,
understanding and speaking skills.

ELG:

Listening, Attention and Understanding:

Children listen to stories, anticipate key events,
respond to what they hear with relevant comments,
questions or actions. Give their attention to what
others say.

Outcome of learning:

Children will develop their moving and handling skills
as well as health and self care by being exposed to a
variety of daily activities including PE, gardening,
drama, indoor and outdoor play opportunities.

ELG:

Gross Motor Skills

● Negotiate space and obstacles safely

Outcome of learning:

To understand our key emotions, using the Emotions
Shed framework supported by breathing activities and
picture books.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
opportunities will take place throughout the day
across all aspects of the curriculum.

ELG:

Self Regulation



Children follow instructions involving several ideas or
actions. They answer how or why questions about
their experiences and in response to stories and/or
events.

Hold conversations with teachers and peers.

Speaking:

Children express themselves effectively, showing
awareness of the listeners' needs. They develop their
own narratives and explanations.

Participate in small group or one-to-one discussions,
offer explanations for why things might happen,
express their ideas and feelings.

● Demonstrate strength, balance and
coordination

● Move energetically

Fine Motor Skills

● Hold pencil effectively using the tripod grip
● Use a range of tools including scissors, paint

brushes and cutlery
● Show accuracy and acre when drawing

Gardening:
- use a range of gardening tools with care
- connect with topic of Autumn by exploring Harvest
and Harvest Festivals
- explore the Autumn garden and what happens
during this season.

● Show understanding their own feelings and
those of others

● Set and work towards simple goals
● Control immediate impulses when

appropriate - being able to wait
● Give focussed attention
● Respond appropriately - even when engaged

in activity
● Follow instructions

Managing Self

● Confident to try new activities and show
independence, resilience and perseverance in
face of challenge

● Explain the reasons for rules and know right
from wrong

● Manage own basic hygiene and personal
needs

Building Relationships

● Work and play cooperatively and take turns
● Form positive attachments to adults and

friendships with peers
● Show sensitivity to their needs and others’

needs.

Mindfulness Class: to support this prime area.



The general aim of the curriculum is to use

mindfulness practices to support the development of

the whole child through games, problem solving and

meditation:

- Supporting the development of emotional literacy
- Investigating different sensations and sense
experiences
-Supporting our ability to connect and better
understand our friends as we explore what it means to
be us through movement and music
- Expressing our experience through colors, art and
doodling

Specific Areas:

Literacy (Phonics) Mathematics (Number) Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design

Outcome of learning:

Storytelling and rhyme recognition
through exploring familiar and repetitive
texts, thinking about structure,
vocabulary and what we enjoy about
books in general. Explore fiction and
non-fiction texts about the topic and
encourage the children to develop a love
of reading and exploring books.

ELG: Comprehension, Word Reading
and Writing.

Outcome of learning:

To provide children with opportunities
to develop and improve their skills in
counting, understanding and using
numbers.

ELG: Numbers and Numerical Patterns

Pre-Reception:

Numbers:

Outcome of learning:

Using the Autumn theme and the
understanding of cultural festivals from
around the world, children explore
seasonal traditions enjoyed by other
communities. In the Our Natural World
session we explore environmental
destruction of the ocean following the
school’s Blue School theme. Story time
will use books which promote diversity.

ELG:

Outcome of learning:

Opportunities for children to express
themselves creatively both indoors and
outside. Create autumn themed crafts
and explore role play opportunities. .

ELG:

Creating with Materials

-Safely use and explore a variety of
materials, tools and techniques,
experimenting with colour, design,



Whole Class
- Retell stories/rhymes/songs with
actions and expressions
- Give meaning to marks they make as
they draw, write and paint.
-Tell stories about their own lives and
experiences related to the class topic.
-Create a weekly Letter Page from the
letter of the week and illustrate it for our
Letter Book.

Pre-Reception

Reading:
Recognising and detecting sounds using
games and songs.

Writing:
Developing mark making and motor
skills using a range of techniques.

Reception

Reading: using phonic knowledge to
decode sounds and words.

Apply phonic knowledge of the initial
phase 2/3 sounds to read and write
simple words confidently: sat, at, pin,
pat etc.
Recognise letters and their associated
sounds

Writing: using phonic knowledge to

Show curiosity about numbers and use
some number names and language
spontaneously. Begin to recognise
numbers 0-10 using various games.
Learn and sing number songs with
actions. Play games which encourage
number recognition.

Shape, space and measures:
Play games in which children can
explore size, shapes and patterns of
objects.

Reception:

Numbers:
Children develop the ability to count
and recognise numbers from 1-20,
placing them in order, saying which
number is one more and one less.

They will explore:
- the 10 grid
- counting and place value
- missing numbers
-subitizing and number sense
-one more one less

Shape, space and measures:
Children use everyday language to talk
about size and weight to compare
quantities and objects. They recognise
patterns. They explore shapes.

-weighing
-comparing quantities

Past and Present

-Talk about the lives and roles of people
around them and in society
-Know some similarities and differences
between past and present
- Understand the past through settings,
events and characters encountered in
story and discussion.

People, Culture and Communities

-Know some similarities and differences
between themselves and others, and
among communities, religions and
traditions.
-Describe their immediate environment
in relation to the topic Autumn.
-Explain similarities and differences
between life in this country and life
elsewhere.

The Natural World

-explore features of their own
environment and explore in our weekly
OUR PLANET session the impact
humans are having on the world, using
the story Duffy’s Lucky Escape as a
starting point.
-understand the changes that occur
during seasons, such as summer into
autumn and then to winter.

texture, form and function.

-Share creations

Being Imaginative and Expressive

-Children use media and materials in
original easy, thinking about uses and
purposes
-Represent own ideas, thoughts and
feelings use art and design, role play
and creative play,



write letters which match spoken
sounds.

Developing writing skills using a variety
of mark making tools (such as sand
writing, chalk boards, dough creations)
so that letters being explored are
written correctly.

-measuring with tapes -consider contrasting environments

Additional:

Portuguese Expressive Arts: Music and Drama Home and School

About me:
-describing ourselves
-portrait creating

Numeracy:
-counting to 10
-number games

Topic:
-Autumn colours
- talk about São Martinho, tell the story and sing
songs related to this festival
- eat and enjoy chestnuts
- the festival of Halloween and All Saints Day
- the Christmas story and Nativity.

ELG: Creating with Materials + Being Imaginative
and Expressive

-Make use of props and materials when role playing
-Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with
peers/teacher
-Sing/perform rhymes and songs
-Move in time with music

Drama:

- Create a soundscape using voice and body of the first
rain falling in the autumn.

Parents and Carers should know:

-how EYFS is delivered
-the range and type of activities and experiences
provided
-how learning can be shared at home
-the child’s key person and their role
-emergency contact numbers for the school



- Create imaginary journey, enacting the story
together, of the rain starting unexpectedly, including
responses of all the senses.

- Learn song and actions “Drip drop rain on my head”.

- Learn Jim Gill song “Leaky umbrella” and make
actions together.

- Read story “Duck in the Truck” by Jez Alborough, talk
about the rain making the roads muddy and cars
getting stuck.

- Reenact “Duck in the Truck” with costumes and
props.

- Read “10 Little Pumpkins” by Lara Ede.

- Reenact “10 little pumpkins as a puppet show.

- Pretend to be hungry squirrels getting ready for
winter, looking for almonds hidden around the
classroom to safely stash away for winter.

- Listen to Vivaldi’s Four seasons, Autumn and move
around classroom as leaves falling from trees, rain
falling on the earth, a leaf floating down a river, water
flowing into rivers etc. How does the music make you
want to move? What emotions does it make us feel?



Music:

- Getting to know you

- Songs & Rhymes to get to know each other

- Story on Autumn and song about the
Autumn season

- Learn song on Pumpkins incorporating
percussion "5 little pumpkins sitting on
a gate"

- Start discussion on what sounds does
Autumn make?

- Work on rhythm and rhyme

Use of percussion & rhythm while
singing

- Introduce performance and
improvisation.


